373

| TRIADS
OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN,

Which are triads of memorial, record and knowledge,
respecting renowned men and things that were in the
Isle of Britain, and respecting the circumstances and
misfortunes which happened to the nation of the Cam-
brians for many ages.

00

1. There were three names given to the Isle of Britain
from the first : before it was inhabited, it was called the
Sea-girt Green Space; after it was inhabited, it was
called the Honey Island ; and after the people were
formed into a common-wealth, by Prydain the son of
Aedd the Great, it was denominated the Isle of Britain.*
And no ope has any right to it but the tribe of the Cam-
brians, for they first took possession; and before that
time there were no persons living in it, but it was full
of bears, wolves, crocodiles, and bissons.

2. There were three primary divisions of the Isle of
Britain : Cambria, Lloegria,+ and Alban, and the rank
of sovereignty belongs to each of the three. And under
a monarchy and voice of the country they are governed,

® In the original ¥ays Prydain, the Isle of Prydain, which overturns the
idle dreams of English antiquarians, and proves that the term Britain is
derived from the name of that celebrated patriotand legislator. Indeed the
‘Welsh call Britain the Isle of Prydain to this day.

t Lloegria, or Lisegyr, is the Welsh name for England, and the Higk;
lands of Scot]and, they call Albazn.
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according ta the regulation of Prydain, the son of Aedd
the Great; and to the nation of the Cambrians belongs
the right of éstablishing the monarchy by the voice of
the country and the people, according to rank and
primeval right. And under the protection of such re-
gulation, royalty ought to exist in every country in the
Isle of Britain, and every royalty ought to be under the
protection of the voice of the country. Therefore it is
said as a proverb :— A country is more powerful than
a lord.” -

3. There are three pillars of the social state in the
Isle of Britain : the voice of the country, royalty, and
judicature, according to the regulation of Prydain the
son of Aedd the Great.

4. There are three pillars of the nation of the Isle of
Britain. The first was Hu the Mighty, who brought
the nation of the Cambrians first to the Isle of Britain;
and they came from the Summer Country, which is
called Defrobani; [that is, where Constantinople now
stands,] and they came over the Hazy* Sea to the Isle
of Britain, and to Armorica,} where they settled. The
second was Prydain the son of Aedd the Great, who
first organised a social state and sovereignty in Britain;
for before that time there was no justice but what was
done by favour, nor any law, except that of superior
force. The third was Dyvnwal Moelmud, for he first
made arrangements respecting the laws, maxims, cus-
toms and privileges of the country and tribe. And on
account of these reasons, they were called the three
pillars of the nation of the Cambrians. '

5. There were three social tribes of the Isle of Britain.
The first was the tribe of the Cambrians, who came to

® The German Ocean. { Bretagne in France.
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the Isle of Britain with Hu the Mighty, because he
would pot possess a country and lands by fighting and
pursuit, but by justice and tranquility. The second was
the tribe of the Lloegrians* who came from Gascony ;
and they were descended from the primitive tribe of the
Cambrians. ' The third were the Brythont, who came
from Armorica, and who were descended from the pri-
- mitive tribe of thé Cambrians. . These were called the
three peaceful tribes, because they came by mutual con-
sent and tranquility ; and these tribes were descended
from the primitive tribe of the Cambrians, and they had
gll three the same language and speech.

. 6. There were three refuge-seeking tribes that came
to the Isle of Britain; and they came under the peace
and permission of the tribe of the Cambrians, without
arms and withaut opposition. The first was the tribe of
Caledonians in the north. The second was the Irish
tribe, who dwell in the Highlands of Scotland. The
third were the people of Galedin,} who came in naked
vessels to the Isle of Wight, when their country was
drowned, and where they had land granted them by the
tribe of the Cambrians. They had no privilege of
claim in the Isle of Britain, but they had land and pro-
tection assigned to them under certain limitations ; and
it was stipulated that they should not possess the rank
of native Cambrians until the ninth of their lineal
descendants. '

. © The ancient name of the Loire was Liger. Did the Lloegrwys give their
name to that river, or did they take their name from the river?
+ A term implying persons of warlike habits.

1 Supposed to be Holland ; and indeed Holland presents every appear-
ance of having been overflown by the ocean,
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7. There were three invadiong tribes that came to the
Isle of Britain and who never departed from it. The
first were the Coranians* that came from the country of
Pwyl.t The second were Irish Picts who came to
Alban by the North Sea. And the third were the
Saxons. The Ceoranians are settled about the river
Humber, and the shore of the German ocean ; and the
Irish Picts are in Alban about the shore of the sea of
Denmark. The Coranians and Saxons united, and, by’
violence and conquest, brought the Lloegrians into con~
- federacy with them ; and subsequently took the crown
of the monarchy from the tribe of the Cambrians. And
there remained none of the Lloegrians that did not be-
come Saxons, except those that are found in Cornwall,
aud in the commeot of Carnoban in Deira and Bernicia.
In this manuer the primitive tribe of the Cambrians,
who preserved both their country and their language,
lost the sovereignty of the Isle of Britain on account of
the treachery of the Refuge-seeking tribes, and the
pillage of the three invading tribes.

8. There were three invading tribes that came to the
Isle of Britain, and who subsequently left it. The first
were the Scaodinavians, who came here after Urb, with
the Mighty Host, had taken away from the Island, the
flower of the tribe of the Cambrians. He took away
with him 63000 effective men, and steeds for war. And
at the end of the third age, the Cambrians drove the
Scandinavians over the sea into Germany. The second
were the troops of Ganval the Irishman, that came into
North Wales and settled there for twenty nine years,
until they were driven into the sea by Caswallon} the

® Probably the Coritani. + Suppdsed to be Poland.
1 The Cassivellaunus of the Romans.
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son ef Beli and grandson of Mynogan. The thitd were; .
the Cesarians who continued by violence in this Island
more thap. four hundred years, when they returned to
Italy to oppose the fierce contention of the black inva-
sion ; and they did not return again to the Isle of Britain,
And because the Cambrians marched with thein, none
weére left in the Isfand but women, and httle chlldten
under nine years of age.

9. There were three treacherous.i mvanons of the Isle,
of Britain : the first were the red Irishmen from Ireland,
who eame to Alban; the second were the Scandina-
vians ; and the third were the Saxons. These last came
to this' Island in. peace and by the permission of the
trnbe of the. Cambrians, and in the protection of God
and his truth, as well as in the protection of the country.
and the tribe ; and by treachery and mischief they op<
posed the tribe of the Cambrians, and were able to wrest
from them the sovereign power of the Isle of Britain,
and they mutually confederated themselyes in Lloegria
and Alban, where they.still reside. This happened in,
the age of Vortigern. )

10, There were three dnsappearances by loss in the
Isle of Britain. The first were Gavran* and his men, who
weont .in search of the Green Islands of the floods, and
were never heard of after. The second were Merddin

OGamnﬂwnshedmthehthr part of the fith century. Thelslmds
alluded to are supposed to be the Cape Verd Islands. With reference to
this expedition, Mts. Hertians of St. Asaph has wtitten a sweet dong, begina
ming with :—

“ Where are they, those Green Fairy Iuhnds, reposing
In sun light and besuty on ocean’s calin breast #* &c. .
Pany’: Welsh Melodies; vol. iie

3B
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the batd of Emrys,* and his nine attendant bards, who:
went tosea in a house of glass, and the place where
they went to is unknown. The third was Madog the
son of Owain king of North Wales, who went to sea
wiih three hundred persans in ten ships, but the place
to which they went is usknown.

11.. There were three oppressions that came upon the
Isle of Britain, but which were brought to a termination =
first, the oppression of the horse of Malaen,t which is
chlled the .oppression of the first of May; second, tlie
oppression of the dragon of Britain ; and the oppression
of the half-apparent man. That is, the first was from
beyond sea; the second was from the madness of the
country and nation uader the pressure of the violence
and lawlessness of princes;- but Dyvnwal Moelmud
destroyed it, by forming just regulations between society
and society, prince and neighbouring prince, and coun-
try. and neighbouring country ; and the third was in the
tine.of Beli the son of Manogan, which was a treacher-
ous couspiracy, but he extingunished. it.

12.' There were three frightful plagues in the Isle of
Britain. First, the plague that arose from the corpses
of the Irishmeni who were slaughtered in Manuba,
after they had oppressed North Wales for the space of
twepty fine years. Second, the infection of the yellow
plague of Rhoss, on account of the corpses which were
glain there, and if any one went within reach of the
eﬂ!uvm he died immediately. The third was the sick-
ness of the Bloody Sweat, on account of the corh

» Ambrosius, the successar of Vortigern, and the 84th sovereign of Britain.
+ This is an allusion to something now unknown ; ; though it was pmbably
an invasion by some foreign power.

{ See the Bth. Triad.
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baving been déstroyed by wet weather: in-the time of
the Norman invasion by William the Bastard. -
13. There were ‘three awful events in the Isle of
Britain. The, first was ‘the bursting of. the Lake. of
Floods, and the rnshing of an inundation over all the
Jands, . until all persons were destroyed, except Dwyv&n
and Dwyvach who escaped in an-open vessel ; and from
them the Isle of Britain was re-peopled.* The second
was the trembling of the fieryt torfent' until the eai"th ’
was rent to. the abyss, and the greatest part of all hfe
was destroyed. The third was the Hot Summer, when
the trees and plants took fire by the burning ‘heat of
the sun, and many people god- animals, various kmds
of birds, vermin, trees and plants, were entirely .lo;s‘t_ b
14. There were three conbined expeditions that went
from the Isle of Britain. The first was that which went
with Ur, the son of Eriu, the Bellipotent of bcandmavxa,
and he eame to this Island in the time of Gadial the son
of Erin, to solicit aid, under a condition that he should
_ mot obtain from every prlnclpal,fortress, greater num-
ber-than he should bring inte§ it. To the first fortress
he only came himself with his servant Mathata Vawr,
and from there lie obtained two, from the second four,
from the third eight, from the next sixteen, and thus in
like proportion from every other fortress, untﬂ that in
the last, the number could net he procured throughout
the whole Island. And he took with him 63000, and
he could not obtain a greater number of effective -men
in all the Island ; and nene but children and old men

_* This has an evidentallusion to the deluge, though mixed with inaccuracy.
4 Probably some voleanic eruption. - { Vide Hesiod’s Theogonia.
" § The Britons were evidently outwitted in this matter, '
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were left behind. And Ur the son of Erin the Belfipo.
tent was the most complete levier that ever existed,
It was through inadvertency that the tribe of the Cam-
brians gave him this permission under an irrevocable
stipulation ; and in consequence of this, the Coranians
found an oppourtunity to make an easy invasion- of this
island. Of the men who went, none ever returped, nor
any of their progeny, nor descendants. They went on a
warlike expedition as far as the sea of Greece, and re.
maining there, in the land of Galas* and Avena unto
this day, they have become Greeks. :

The second combined expedition was conducted by
Caswallawn the son of Beli, and grandson of Manogan,
and Gwenwynwyn and Gwanar the sbns of Lliaws, the
son of Nwyvre and Arianrod the daughter of Beli their
mother. Their origin was from the border declivity of
Galedin and Siluria, and from the combined tribes of
the Boulognese; and their numbers were threescore
and one thousand. They marched, with their uncle
Caswallawn, after the Casarians, unte the land of the
Gauls of"Armorica, who were descended.from the pri-
mitive stock of the €Cambrians. And none of them, nor
of their progeny, returned to thisisland, for they settled
in Gascony among the Cesarians, where they are at
present ; and it was in revenget of this expeditjon that
the Casarians came first into this island.

Pbe third combined expedition] was marched out of
this Island by Elen Bellip_otent and Cyoan her brother,

b Supposed to mean Galatia, or Gallo-greecia.
‘+ This partly agrees with Cesar’s testimony ; vide Bell. Gal. L. 4. c. 20,
$ This expedition took place about theend of the fourth century,
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lord of Meiriadog,* to Armorica, whére they obtained

lands, power and sovereignty by the emperor Maximus

for supporting him against the Romaus. These men were
from the land of Meiriadog, Siluria, and from the land

of Gwyrt+ and Gorwennydd ; and none of them returned

again, but settled there and in Ystre Gyvaelwg,] where
they formed a common-wealth. On account of tliis
armed ‘expedition, the tribe of the Cambriaus became so
deficient. in armed men, that the Irish Picts invaded
them; and, therefore, Vortigern was forced to invite
the Saxons to expel that invasion. And the S8axons ob-~
serving the weakness of the Cambrians, treacherously
turned their.arms against them, and by combining with
the Irish Picts and other traitors, they took possession

~ of the lands of the Cambrians, and also their privileges

and their crown. These three combined expeditions
are called the three Mighty Presumptions of the tribe
of .the Cambrians, and. also the three Silver -Armies,
because they.toak away from the Island all the gold and
silver they could obtain by deceit, artifice and injustice;

.besides.what.they acquired by right and consent. They:

are also cailed the three Unwise Armaments, because
they weakened the Island so much, that an opportunity
was given for.the three. Mighty Invasions ; namely, tho
Coranians, the Cesariaus, and the Saxons.

- 15. There were.three msighty invasiouns of the Isle of
Britain that united in one, .and by this means the inva-~
ders took from the Cambrians their rank, their crown
and their Jands. The first was that of the Coranians

¢ Meix.'iadog was an angient north-east division of Powys,
+ Gower and the adjacent parts of Glamorgan,
} Supposed tv be sorge part of Normaudy.
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who united with the Cpsarians ‘uotil théy bechnie ones
The second of the three, ‘were the Ceesariaps. And the
third were the Saxons, who united with the two others
against the Cambrians. And God permitted this for the
purpose of chastising the Cambrians for their three
Mighty Presumptions, because they were carried into
effect by injustice.

16. There were three primary tribes of the C&mbmnsn
the Gwentians, or the, Silurians; the Ordovices, in-
oluding both the North Walians and Powysians; and
the tribe of Pendaran* of Dyved, ibcludiag the people
of Pembrokeshire,. Gower, and Cardiganshire. To
each of these belongs a classical dialect of the Welsh
language.

17. There were three monarcha by the’ verdxct of the
Isle of Britain: the first was Caswallawn{ the son of
Lludd, son of Beli, son of Mynogan; the second was
Caradog,i son of Bran, son of Liyr Ldediaith; and the
third was Owain the son of Maximus. That’is, sove«
reiganty was conferred upon them by the verdict of the
country and the nation, when they were not elders.

- 18. There were -three holy faniilies in the Iile of
Britain. First, the family of Bran the blessed, the' son
of Llyr Llediaith ;§ for Bran was the first who brought
the faith of Christ to this island from Rome, where he
was in prison through the treachery of Boadicea,. the
daughter of Mandubratius the son of Lludd.  The se-

cond was the family of Cynedda Wledig, who first gave .

* Pendaran was a title of the prince of Dyved.
4 Vide Bell. Gall. L. 5. c. q. 1 The Caractacus of the Romans.

§ Lilediaith means half formed speech Probably Liyr had some impediment

in the vocal powers.




ldnd and privilege to God and the saints in the Isle of
Britain. The third was Brychan of Brecknockshire,
who educated his children and grand-children in learn-
ing and generosity, that they might be able to show the
faith in-Christ to the Cambnans, where they were with-
out faith. -

19. There were three benlgnant guests of the Isle of
Britain: St. David, Padarn, and Teilaw.* They were
so cilled because they went as guests into the houses of
the nobles, the yeomen, the native and the bosdman, -
without accepting either gift or reward, food or drink ;
but they taught -the faith in Christ to eévery one without
pay, or thanks, and to the poor and the destitute, they
gave of their gold and thelr silver, their clothes, and
their provisions. : o

20. There were three treacherous meetings in the
Isle of Britain: - First the meeting of Mandubratius the
son- of ‘Lludd, and the traitors with him, who gave a
place for -the landing of the Romans on the narrow
Green Point, and not more; and the consequence of
which was, the gaining of the Island by the Romans. The
second was the meeting of the Cambrian nobles and the
Saxon Claimants upon Salisbury plain, where the plot-
of the Long Kuives took place through the treachery of
Vortigern ; for by his counsel, in league with the Saxons,
nearly all the Cambrian nobility were slain. Third, the
meeting of Medrawdt and Iddawg Corn Prydain with
their men inr Nanhwynain, where they entered into con-
spiracy against Arthur, and by this means strengthened
the Saxon cause in the Isle of Britain. )

® For an account of these men, vid. Cambro Biog. pp. 85, 277, 324

f King Arﬂllll‘” nephew, who buely seduced his uncle’s wife, and raised:
llulmuw; him. This produced the dreadful battle of Camlan,
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- 21. The three arrant traitors of the Isle of Britains
First Maodabratius, son of Llud, sop of Beki the great;
who invited Julius -Casar and the Romans into. this
Island, and caused the invasion of the Romass.
That is, he apd his men gave themselves as guides to the:
Romans, and received a treasure of gold and silver from
them every year. In consequence of this, the men of
this Island were compelled to pay three thousand pieces
of silver every year as a tribute to the Romans until
the time of Owaig the son of Maiimus, awho refused to -
pay the tribute, And upder pretence of being content,
the Romans drew from the Isle of Britain .the most
effective men, who were capable of becoming si»_ldie;s,
and marched them to Aravia* and ether far countries,
from whence they never .returned. Apd the Romans
who where in Britain went into Italy, and left only
women and little children behind them ; and, therefore
the Britons were so weakened, that they were not able.
to oppose invasion and conquest for want of men and
streagth. The second .was Vortigern, who wurdered
Constantine the Blessed, seized the crown of the Islgnd
. by violence and lawlessness, first invited the Saxonsto
the Island as his defenders, married Alis Ronwent the
daughter of Hepgist, and gave the erown of Britain to
the son he had by her, whose name was Gotta ;.and on

this account, the kings of London are called ¢hildrenj -

of Alis. Thus, on account of Vortigern, the Cambi‘iam
lost their lands, their rank and their crown in Lloegria.-
The third was Medrawd the son of Llew, the son of

'« Query, Arabia? 4 The Rowena of the English.
1 Used i a reproachful sense, intimating that they are the children of the
evil. T : S
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'QOynirdreli: for wheén-Arthur left the government of the
Isle of Btitaia in his.custody, whilst he marched against
the Roman émperor, Medrawd  took the crown from
Arthrur by usarpation and seduction’; ‘and in order . to
keep it, he confederated with the Saxons; and, ‘on this
account, the Cambrians lost the crown of Lloegrlaa.nd
thé soverdignty of the Isle ‘of Bfitain, :

«: 22, 'Fhe three secret treasons of the Isle of! Bﬂtadr.
Firxt, the betraying of Caradog son:of 'Brat’ ‘by: Boadis
cea, daughter of Mandubratius, the son, of Lludd;; and
delivering him up a captivé to the Romans. . Second;
the betraying. of Arthur by Iddawg Corn Prydain, who
divulged his desigos.: Aud third, the betraying of Pritee
Llywelyn, son of Grofudd, by Madog* Min. By::thbse.
‘three 'treacheries. the’Cambrians were complétélyisub-
dued ; dnd mthing but treuhdry :could have oveicumie
th.m, S T uy : -

* - 23; The'threé heroic suvemngns of the Isle of Britain:
Gnnobeﬁnus, Caradog the son of Bran, "and.Arthur;
betause they conquered their enemies, and eonld not be
overcome but by treachery.and plosting. S

* 24, 'The three primary battld princes: of ithe Isle ot‘
PBritain : :Caswallawn the son of Beli, Gweirydd the son
of Chnobelinas, and Carndog, son of Bran, son ofL]yr
Llediaith. . .

25. The three accomphshed prmees of‘ the Isle of
Britain: Rhun’ the son of Maelgwn, -Owajy, son of
Urien, and-Rhuvont the Fair son of Dewrath Wiedig.

.k

x'-:

o Thistascal was bishop of Bangor int the begn.mmg of the eleventh cens
tury. He also uu.ed the deazhof Llywelyn the father of Gruﬂ'ydd
" § “Hewaekilled jn battle, and his weight in pldwa.pgwcnforthe bociy =
A white wave bright foaming sprays over a grave,
The tugigjys of Rhuvon the Fair, chief of pringss.”
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* "280 Tteere: were thive' pl cwelknh prinibes: in tHe-Isle- of
Breitaia L Gwegai; sea: of Gisriesiniitihé Nortli; .Cadal-
vael son of Cyutedavin Neosth ' Wales- gatd Hyvaidil the
{DaH sow of:St. Bleiddan; in G lasxoegan., - That: is te'say,
sevesoighty was grantedithicin an ncednis of theinheroit
hotiois; shd tirtwows qudlithed.# -~ . -1 oo
27. The three bande¢d familied ofitlie Isle-df- Britaid
thie 'fathilp of-Cadwaliawm- with: the Isangs Haud 4 the
family of Rbiwtallbng sen::of: Utido = aivd-1thd fdmily.of
Belyilof.Lloyn, - They:. wene doculled, bedause they
Wwereidt sabject Yo sither eidds: or:sapeneigh; adiiti vk
epectgd dive ifhnktf theis fadmiliess dird/ posves; /buir dwed
oubn&!mnuonlyl“‘ﬂie tvmueholx thevomintiy [andotte
satdonzfl  alif ot 0 ad B oD 1o e il
~i @8yl Thh;mbnee'l gw]dunb&ndddsdnessnﬁd thot sle 1 of
Baitxin co Rbiwh b withd she: Breb o Hainy, HRbunl) this
son of Maelgwn; and Cadwaladyr the Blessed. ./Thds
isjithey twetel pdrinittedidtn rweaiognidem baad? about
their abmb;: sheimnache and thiir duieess aydswilkhi the®
walograbited bhe privilegeriof! rbgaltim everly comntvyg
and dominion iw:thisdbjehef: Britdims ! ! 1ud sino1570
%, 20:/Theétlivee-buislp- hdights of they spneieigii’of the
Biste 'of! Béivain » . Caalop witho therbetiwny arm; likgt
thil Bellipotentii and :Maely thes domi :0f- Miéiswasd;) bf
Arllechwedd. And with reference to these, Arthitisijoshi
&ose& the.followimgnligedrl ' - . 9.uit ol 0@
© T s Théee bre myy-theeé Battln)tkmgbtapxl}] L nintif
‘i MadlatresThlly and EAvs the Beltipbtebtys .17
And Caradog the plllar of the Cambrlans.

.o a b T . |.;’» el etoe o i lTa

" ' o1 .’,7 aon s Laetl )
__* These t.hree pnnees hved in t.he slxth century, an aveot' heroes lnd of
poets among the’ B‘ﬁwus T "t
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Tietla 1980 A0 400y Mose: d e Shwavqss. henops o i
* Reitledumighiactnd erefane o yalty. wes granted them,
and what they wished of power ; and their courtesy: wag
such) shek they wunld do nothing 4wt what Wﬁsmdwmus
anik qights Sovwhatpven ouupiry they gamey . i, | &
10304 Tthe sheae,gamesousprinags of the Isle, of Brltmp;
Rhydslanch.£he Giemenpyay woy o Tudwal Tudclud; Mory
dav the Generous, son of Servan ; and Nudd the Gepe+
Yousj.gouaf Beaglls... Thelr nomrtequs disppsitions were
schy that shey didinet fall ta.grast apy thing whatever
o anYIpotsen; whe sekicited i of them, /if they had, it in
Hase0ssiaqn, exicould oljtain.iy by gift, loap ox presenty
whethedr thelapplicapts meue fripnds o, fnes,;qe’latives oy
shlag@eIss: o oy i T G b L i 1t
-odkaThe tb&e@hloodrsw)q&donﬁsot}xbp ngpnf Britain;
Axthun, Blorgen s ireatly.Gourteaps,; and Rhun, the
sdn of: Bell; i+ When,they, marched-to, war,, no.one could
" stay-ab-hoteeyso.greatly werg.theybeloyed.; and in every
sviar abd; bisdtln, -they, mere vicsorjoys, where, there wag
neither tredeliery, not ampush, Henge grose the pro-
verb ;% Theve . mepe  threg heroes who obtained men
mhereser they marched :  drthur, Mergan the Greatly
Caurteaus, .and Rhun the; sap;pf . Beli; and there wege
shree atmids: who iebiajnad seldigns yherever they
mstched ; the seldiers of . Arthur, theroldiers of Mary
Sm-the Greatly -Cnnneom,xand thre troops of Rhun, the
son of Beli, - . O R I N LIS TP N R S

.32, The three resolute* minded Ovates of the, Isle of
Pritain : Greidiawl the resolute minded. Quate,,Enyagl
ﬁe'non.nf« Adran, and Tryst.a.n,f the..son of 'l‘nuwch!;

. I adopt the various reading of another copy whlch is ckwvry.l 'Galdwa‘d
seema inexplicable.
{Trystan is the Sir Tristam of Romanoe, wnt.tcn by Thomas of Emldwn;
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for they had the privilege of going wherevar they wish-
ed in the Isle of Britain without opposition, unlesy ihey
went unlawfully,

* 83, The three obstructors of slaughter of the kle of
Britain: Grudnew, Henben, and Eidnew.* Their prin-
ciple was, not to retreat from battle and conflict but
upon their biers, after they were unable to move eisgei
band or foot. :

" 34. The three conventional monarehs of the Isle -of
* Britains first, Prydain, son of Aedd the Greéat,' when
there was established a discriminating sovereigutyover
the Tsle of Britain, and its adjacent islands; second,
Caradog, the sop of Bran; when he was_elected Gene-
ralissimo of all the Island of Britain to oppose. the in.
cursions of the Romans ; and Owain, the son-of- Ambro-
sius, when the Cambrians resumed the soveveignty from
the Roman emperor; according to the rights of. the
mation. These were called the three conventional sove-
reigus, because they were raised to this digwity by the
convention of the country and the borderlpg:compntry,
within all the liwits of the nation of the Cambrians, .by
holdmg a convention in every district, commot, .and
hundred in the Isle of Britain and its adjncent. islands,

35. The three blessed princes of the Isle of Britain.
" Wirst, Bran the Blessed, son of Liyr Llediaith; who first
Yrought the faith of Christ to the-Cambrians from Reme,
where he had been seven years as a hostage. for. his son
'Caradog, ‘whom the Romans put in prison, after being
‘betrayed through the enticement, deceit and plotting of
Boadiren. Second, Lleirwg, son of Coel, son of 8t,
~.Cyllin, and called Lleuver' the Great, who built the firsg
w°m~mmm. who lived about the close of the fifth cens

ry. : . S I
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#vureb in Edandav, which was the first in the Isle of
Britain, and who gave the privilege of the country and
tribe,  with civil and eeclesinstical rights te those who
proféssed faith in Christ.” The third was Cadwaladyr,
the Blessed, who gave protection, within his lands and "
within -all his possessions, to the christians who fled
from the infidel and lnwless Saxons who mshed to
murder ‘them.
" 36. The three system formers of royalty of the- lsleof
Britdin : Prydaiu the son of Aédd the Great, Dyvnwal
Moelmud, and Bran the son of Liyr Llediaith. - That
is, their systems were the best systems of royalty of the
Isle of Britain, and they were judged superior to all
other systems which were formed in the Isle of Britain.
- 87. The three disgraceful drunkards of the Isle of
Britain. First, Ceraint, the drunken king of Siluria;
who in dirunkenness burnt all the corn far and near-over
all the country, so that a famine for bread arese. Se-
~ cond, -Vortigern, who in his drink, gave the lsle of
Thanet to Horsa that he might commit adultery with
Rowéna his daughter, and who also- gave a claim té
the son that he had by her to the  crown of Lloegria;
and "added to these, treachery and plotting againsé the
Cambrians. Thitd the drunken Seithinyn, son- of
Seithyn’ Saida king of Dimetia, who in his drunkeness
* et the sea over the hundred of Gwaelod so* that all the
fouses and land which were there, were lost, where be-
fore that event sixteen fortified towns were reckoned
there, supeﬂor to all the towns and _fortified stations in
‘Cambria, Wwith ‘the ex(!eptwn of Caerlhoa -upon Usk,
° A9
. * Now, Cyrigan Bay. Thkmthppeudihhmmmofﬂwm
SUOY of thy christitn =%,



The bundred of Gmaelod was the. deminhn . of Grgdnam.

Gagaphir, king: of Cardigan. - This -exent bappessd i
the. tiwe of Ambpesius. .‘The. peeple whe peqaped from.
thas inuodation, landad in Ardydwy, and,the. countey.of
Axvon, apd the moustains of Snowdan, and other plaves
which had.sot begn.inkabited before that periad. . .. ..,
«.:38. The three humble princen of the Isie of Britgip 2
Manawyda son of Llyr Llediaith, after Bragp theson af
fdzr his brother was.cagried ipto.captivisy ; Lilywarch
the Aged, s09.9f Elidic. Liydanwyn; and -Grgon the
Herp, the son:of; Flenyer with; the :Mighty Retiove.
These three . were bacds ; and.affer they. bad, attached
theraselves-4p,s0mg, they saught ot for deminion and
reyaliy, thongh pp.que.copld. debar.them .from 5., Og
this account; they. werg flied the thsee mmnbls l'mweﬂ
Qfﬂle ls‘e Gfmnalﬂr PRI T N A IS DTS S

1099 . The threg chiefs of, Delra.and Bemma Gﬂdl the
sgn of Dysgyvadog; Difedgl. the son of Dysgyvedog;
and. Yegavne)l the son of Dypgyvedog. These three were
the.squs of hards.and after they had attached themselves
e aemg, ihe: ,sovatesgm, of. De;r.a and;, me ‘m
bestowed upon, them. . ;

o:40. Ehe three barda af &he; Isle of Briaip, who tmlmi
spears with blnod: Tristvandd,, spn_of Urien,Rheged ;
Dygyonelw the hard of Owain,son of Upien; and Ayan
Yerddig, bard. of :Cadwallen sop . of Cadvap. - These
thres were sons-of. bards; sod ,they cpum mot.be separ
BM IS ST T AN A [TERICE I BPHE 5
.. 41, The t.hme.supweme servants of, the Iﬁlﬁ of Bmtal'\-
Carndog, .the:ifan.of Bras,. the. son, of Elyy Liediaithy
Cawrdav, the son of Caradog with the Brawny Arm;
and Owain, the sep: of Amprosins. .. They were so called
because all the men of the Island of. Britabn;.-frem the
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pripeq;te, the pessant;, hetame- thicin followers; ‘at:thé
need. of ghe. country, an weapnnt -of! thd inasion fand
tyranny of the.foe, -And whereven these thmedmarodd
ed Yo wary there: was not - p..jan -in the. Inld,of Bripio
hut, who: would join: their armied, and' would net-etay %8
home, Apnd these three wereithe sqns.oft bardey .2 asis
1..A¢-; The. three: fetter-wearing. iogs .of .the Telenol
Britain: Morgaa the. greatly, Courdeons, of Glamatgom 3
~ Flystan,Glodryddd, between. the Wye and; the,Beneswg

and Grpithyoed, king of Cardigime They wene:5e doby
£4,1berapse they. worg:fotters;in allrhejs primery .foum
tipoy.pf rogaley.in the Iﬂqpﬁﬂnmfnmddmw
Or(’l"ww viget et e i 10 e () et

.43, The. thyes: fmﬂet—mmns hngs ‘oft tho, Isleiof
W‘WB; 3. Cadell, king,, of, Digexor ; ‘Anamawd, thibngiof
Aberfraw.; :aad. Memvin,-king:of Mathrarscl: - They
were:alsa galled, thethygn. fromlesiearing prinaes, -
. .44, The- three; foreign Jingsiofitbe Jela, of Brithie
Gwrddpleds, f; the, conflicti; Merieny with: . the Bedhd}
and,Constanting the Blgssed : 1. - 31 b i oo
i 45~.: :rh‘& ; Ql,ue,e s ﬂiﬂg{mf‘hut'ﬂitnmﬁ 'hﬁ"mlﬂﬁd
the. Saxops,. to ..talke. the. qrown ~of 1the- Iele onf
Britais, fgom the; Cambrians.. Te fires - was’ Gwrgl
Gapmlyydy., who, pften: tastieg : human flesh- i the
caurty 9f, Edelfted..the: Saxan ddag, ,-heeatuni s fudrd
ofi it.:that, he,wopld, eat. \nof, othier:tnts honiant didsh
gyer.aftexy .In. copsequewce of shing-he-amdi his' wiéd
poited with . Bdelfed) king,iofi-she - Spaons ;. aitd che
'{l&dﬂx PECEES 1 mwsmn wpon the (Gambrisnsy: hnd

: ol ng u .':'1;!:22 fie eees{ea ol e o
"l'lu and thq the . onlyYinstanre), ypon reogrd-of
dﬁhl&xﬁ%&m ﬂﬁs%y €of motice that these savages first

hmdhumanﬂeshmthe&wmmrt Whatshall we naymthmﬁwt‘
aniably 5 Dee o O Tl I S

e e —————
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brovight & young male'and femalé whom he daily ate.
And all tke lawless men of the Cambrians flocked td
him and the Saxots, where ‘they obtained their full
of prey and spoil taken from the natives of this Isle.
The second was Medrod, who with his men united with
the Saxons, that he might secure the kmgdom to
Mimself, agaiost Arthir; and in consequence of that
treachery many of the’ Lloegrians became as’ Saxons.
Twe third was Aeddan, the traitor of the north "who
with his men made sabmission to the power of the Sax:
ong, sa that they might be able to support themselves
by confusion and pillage under ‘the protection ‘of ‘thie
Saxons. On account of these three traitors: the Cam- -
brians lost their land and their crown in Lloegna' and
1f it had riot been for such ireasons, the Saxons could
net have gained the Istand from the Cambrisns.

46. The.three bards who committed the three benex
ficial assassinations of the Isle of Britain. ‘The first was
Ball, the son of Dysgyvedawg, who- killed the ‘twd
brown* birds of Gwenddolen, the son of Ceidiaw, ‘that
hadl'a yoke of gold about them, and that daily devoured
two bodies of the Cambrians for their dinner and two
for their supper. ‘The second was "Ysgavnell, thc son

of Dysgyvedawg, who killed Edéled King of 'Llvegiia,

who required every night two noble maids of the €’
brian nation, and violated thein, and every miording heé
killed and devoured them. : Fhe third' was Difedel the
son of Dysgyvedawg: who kiled Gwrgt Garwlwyd, that
bad married Edelfted’s sister, ind committed treachery
and murder in conjunction with Edelfled upon the Cam-
brians. And this Gwrgl kﬂ’leﬂ a Cambrmn male and

A

bHr

. Apoehcphrne fortllcmof(imdm




female every day and. devoured them, and on_the:
Satarday be killed two males and two females, that he .
might not kill on the Sunday. And these three persons,
who performed these beneficial assassinations, .were.
bards. - o :

- 47, The three mfamous assasmuathns of the Isle of
Britain : the assassmauon of Aneurin of flowing muse
and monarch of the bards, by Eiddin the son of Einygan;
the .assassination of Avaon, the son.of Taljesin,. by
Llawgad Trwm Bargawd ; and the assassipation. .of

Urien, the son of Cynvarch, by Llovan Llaw Dino. .

They were three bards who were assassmated hy these
three men.

48. The three mfamous blows thh the axe of the I.sle R

of Britain : the axe-blow of Eiddin, son of Einygan,on -

the head of Aneurin of flowing muse ; the axe-blow of

Cadavael the Wild, on the head of Jago, the son- nE-‘;,‘ '

- Beli ; and the axe-blow upon the head ‘of . Golyddan the.
bard, because of the stroke which he gave. Cadw.aladyr
the blessed, with the palm of his hand, : o
. 49. The three fatal slaps of the Isle of Bntam the
qlap of Mathulwch the. Irishman, on :Bronwen ‘the

daughter of Llyr; the slap’ which Gwenhwyvach gave ;
Gwenhwyvar; and which.caused. the:battle of Camlan; .
and the slap which Golyddan the bard gave Cadsaladyr

the blessed.

50. The three frivolous causes of battle in the Isle ot'
Britain, The first was the battle of Goddeu, which was
vaused about a bitch, a roe-buck and -a lapwing ;. and .

in that battle 71,000. men were slain. The secand was '

the action of Arderydd, caused by a bitd’s nest, in which
80,000 Cambrians were slain. - The third was the battle
" of Camlan, between Arthur and Medrod, where Arthur
3D -



was sluin with Q0,000 of tive chéies med of the Came’
brians. On account of these three foolidh battles,. she.
Saxons tpok . the edamtry of Lioegria from the:Cam-..
brians, becavse thers wis. mot. a- sufficient nuwber.of:
warriors left to oppose the Saxons, the treachery. of!
Gwrgi Guwlwydy and the: dueopmm of- Eiddiic the
dwarf. :

51. The .three futal eounnsels of the Iﬂe of”m.
Pirst, te give permiseion to Jalina Cxesar and . the :Re-:
mans with him,.to havea place for the:.fore-livofs .df)
their horsés in the cave of the verdantedge in- the: Islei
of Thanes, becanse- by. this the Cessarions :ohtmined.i’
landing place to take possession of the Isle of ‘Brisain,;
and to form a: jmactign: with the. teaitor Mimsddbratius
the son. of .Lludd.” Such:permission-wes gianted:to thiv
Cuesarians -beeause the:Cambridns shoughs it seohtenbpti
ible to deéfeud theio éountry vtherjise thakt ihroigh

~ strength. of drms, hereism; and. the bravieriyoof thé

people,. wii¢re. they. had o suspivion .of the tredclieny!
of Mandubratius, tie son of dludd;: withithée -Rmhhns:
'The secead fatal vodnsel was-that bf permittingi Hdiea,
Hengist.and Rowena: tamefurn: to the Isle:of Britaiu;
after they  wede drivem. aver séa -t the conntey fronb
whence they originated. -And:the third was rto: suffey
Arthorto divide his men - with Medtawd thresediniedin
the battle of Camlan, and through which Arthreidlost
the victory and: his ilfe, vrhm Me&'uﬂ mmﬁt‘bd
with the Baxens. . - -

52; The. thiree tumnnious s]aughtm'h dﬂhbhieﬂoi
Britaln.: The first, when.- Medrawd. went tdGaltiwigj
he.did not leave in the éourt meat and drink o suppert
a fly, bub consumed and' wasted ‘it all ;.and.he' palled
Gwenhwyvar from hét throae; An@ conmidtted :adultery




with Ter. ‘The'seaend was; when - Acthur went to the
ottt of Médiawd, be left neither..meat nor drink that
bedid.not deatroy ; aud-killed ¢wary living thing in the
hundred,betlynan and lreass. The third was, when the
traiterous Aeddan went to the court of Rhydderch the

* Gwenerous, ‘he- destroyed all- she - meat and drink in the
" eonrt, without:leaving asmuch-as weuld feed a fly ; and
bhe:did Dot leave eisher o man or boast alive, but des-
teowed the whole:. Thede wane called the three dreadful
slanghtars, beeause ithe - Cambrisps. were compelled,
scoording so:huiv and eustom, to' answer agd grant re-
deois foc'nhu’mxdaefm that: wegn]ew unusual, and
lawless masnei. | .

53. The three concealments and dnsclosums of the Isle
of Béitain. : The:Syst was the haad of Bran the Blessed
the- son .of Llyr,.that Qwain the son:of Ambrosiug bad
cenveaied  im the whit¢ hill in London; and whilst it
remaimed'in thiat:state; uo injury could' happea to this
Island: “The-secand'were the bones. of Gwrthevyr the
Blemed, which were buried in the principal ports of the
" Island, and: while:shey remained thore' no molestation
ooubd happen to thislaland. The thind were the dragons
which were oouncealed by Liudd the sou of Beli in the
fortrese: of Pharaon among the. nocks of Snowdon,
And theme shree concealmesnts. were placed under the
proteation of Ged amd bis attributes, so that misery
shomld fall wpen: the hour' apd* the peyson wha should
disclese. them. Vertigern. revealed the dragons out of
revenge. for the oppositien of the Cambrians towards
dtim,.and he invited the Sayons under the semblance of
anuiliaries to- fight with:the Irish Picts ; and after that,
he revealed thie boues of Gyrthevyr the Blessed ont. of
ore fo. Rowena the daughter of Hengist the Saxon,
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And Arthur revealed the head of Bran the Blessed, tie
son of Llyr, because he scorned to keep the Islind but by
his own might ; and. after these three disclosures, the
invaders obtained the superiority over the Cambrian
nation. : . :
" 54. The three over-ruling counter enmergies of the
Isle of Britain ; Hu the Mighty, who brought the Cam-
brian nation from the Summer Country, called Defro-
bani, unto the Isle of Britain ; Prydain, the son of Aedd
the Great, who organised the nation and established a
jury-over the Isle of Britain; and Rbitta Gawr, who
made a robe for himself of the beards of those kiogs
whom he made captives, on account of their oppression
and lawlessness. o
. b55. The three beneficial harrassers of the Isle of
Britain: Prydain, the son of Aedd the Great, barrassing
the dragon of oppression, which was the oppression of
pillage and lawlessness, engendered in the Isle of Bri.
tain'; Caradog the son of Bran, the soun ef Llyr, har-
rassing the Roman invaders ; and Rhitta Gawr, Liarrass.
ing the oppression and pillaging of dissolute kings.

56. The three benefactors of the Cambrian nation.
First, Hu the Mighty, who first taught the Cambrians
the way ‘to plough when they were in the Summer
Country, [that ‘is, where Constantinople -stands at
présent,] before they came to the Isle of -Britain. Se-
cond, CoH, the son of Colltrewi, who first brought
wheat ‘and. barley to the Isle of Britain, for before that
time there was nothing but oats and rye. Third, Elidud,
the holy knight of Theodosius, who improved the mode
of plonghing land and taught the Cambrians better than
was known before, -and he gave them the system and
- ‘art of cultivating lands 45 is used at present ; for before




that.time land was ‘cultivated only with the mattock
and over-tread plough, after the manner of the Irish:
. §7. The three primary inventors of the Cambrians :
. Hu the Mighty, who formed the first mote and retinue'
over.the nation of Cambria; Dyvowal Moelmud, who'
made-the first regulations of the laws, privileges and
customs of the country and tribe ; and Tydain, the father
of poetic genius who made the first order and regulation
for. the record and memorial of vocal song, and that
which appertains to.it. From this system, the privi-
leges and .organiged.customs,. respecting the bards and
" bardism in the.Isle of Britain, were first formed.. . .
58. The three primary bards of the Isle of Britain s
Plennydd, Alawn, and Gwron: That is, these formed
the. privileges and customs that appertain to bards and
~ bardism, and therefare they are called the three primary
bards. Nevertheless, there were .bards and bardism
prior to them, but they.had:not a.licensed system, and
they had neither privileges nor.customs otherwise than
what they obtained through kindness and civility, under
the protegtion of the nation and the people, before the
time of these three. [Some say that these lived in the
time of Prydain the son of Aedd the Great,. but others -
afivm that. they flourished .in the. time: of Dyrnwak
Moelmud’s.son ; and. this informasion-they derive from
ancient'manuseripts which dre entitled, Dyvnw;rthlhe
sop of Prydain.] . .. .
: 59. The three. bengficial. soverexgns of the Isle of
Britain, Fujst, Prydain, the son. of : Aedd the ' Great,
who first formed a system of citizenship of the country.
and tribe, and the organization of the country and the
bordering country in the Isle of Britain. Second, Dyvowal
Moelmud, who improyed and extended the institytes,
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Jaws, privilegesiand cwstesas of the Calbsian sation;
50 that equity. amd. justice: might. be aptaioet by all in
the Isle.of Brisain, under the: protsctips nf Ged and bis
teanquility,:and under the piretection of the eobntey and
the trjbe. Third, Homel the .Goed, sen of Cadsll, and
grandsqo of Rhedei the: Graat, king .of ell Cambiia;whe
jmproved the.laws. of the Isle of. Britaia, asithe changes

‘and circumetances which oecurred among the Cana-
beians demygoded, lest wlhat was good: might be effaced;
and Jgst what was excellent might. not suesqed M, ace
oordiag 40 the cendition sad cffoct of the orgenizasion
of the fambsians. And these three muvem t.he W
of legislators. . .

.. G0 The three vigonous owes of the: l:deoﬁ Bnmn
Gwrurth the: sharp shot, who: killed' the gneatest bear
that was ever seen with a straw azrow ; 6 wgamn., with
the mighty hand, who zolled the stane of Maeabreb
frem, she yalley:to .the summit of the mountain,. and
whieh required- 60 exento draw it. theris; and Eidiel
the Mighty, -whey ia the plot.of S€enehénge, killed 660
Sakons -witly a,biliesof tahusamm tnee, bamnm sup-sgt
and darks: . - . :

- 6). "Phe three royd ﬁmilnes tlut weze denducted: to
prison _from- the . great greab grandinthed: ta the ;groat
grandebildeen, wishost permitting ane of them to.esbaps,
Firsy, the fapuily of. Llyr Lisdidith,: who mere " put in
prison in Rome, by the Cesarians. Segond; the family
of Madawg son: of Medvon, ‘who. wlere. imprisoned in
Alben, by- thé brish Piots.: Third the family of Gairson
af -Geiﬁdn, who, were impr'lsoned in Qeth and Aimntb,
: . l fea;- that tbere is_some exa,ggratmn here ; but be it as it may, Eldlo) '

escaped thé general sldughtér by seeing and evading the blowof his neighs
bour; atdhyﬂsmgpmsmdmphyeds .
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by ‘thé véedibd of'the routitry dnd teibe. . Nés-dile, hbdr
abosher of slicke esonped s ‘and it.wiss' elre okt vompletd:
incarceration that was mrknovm, withi respnt' ve t'heab’
fimifids. -

- 68: The: -tllred arebbisbbpncks' of the Is)é oF Brluh? ‘
' mm EAsndav; threagh. this favelir of :Llearwy’ 'sbn off
Cool ‘ahd graadees of Cyilin, wiid- Sest' gavd dsmis amd!
the privilege of tive dodnte to thosd. who: firkt dedieatdd
themstlves. sto: the -fuith Ia 'Christ.. Sdoead; " Yerk,:
through the favour of the emperor Constamdiae’; for he
wat thie firivof the:Rodanvmperdrs Whowisbeddedthe
cheistite religivn, - The  chivd wus 'Loddon; thrédgh the
faveur-of theemiperor Maximis. - Afterwardsitierb'wire
lelmip\mUskd Celliwipia:Cornwall, ansd Edfobingir
in the north ; and now ﬂlén ure 8t Duvw"s, *Y (h'll, flm@
C‘n”ﬂ;ury I BRI B

- 63. The thifee supremie: thionw oﬂbe ldluof‘l!ﬂt&lﬁ 7
fires, - Liondon ; uedud Caernlon uiio:\ Usk ; axd: tAtrd)
York. ! AR SR ST

64. The' ﬂn'ee tnllm bﬁﬂier throne:of the Iste of BA:
tain : The first is Caerllion upon Usk} and'thiere; Arthuis
has supterhe authority, 81: Davidson of Chnedda Wle-
dig belng ehief bishop, ardMadigwn of Hokth Waled
being chief eider. ‘Seeohd, Celliwig 't Corawal, and
thefe” Arthur - has supremeé abthority, Bedwini b
chiefbishop, and Caradaivg withithd Brawny ‘Arm chief
eMer.- Phivd, Edinburgh iti'she.nurth ; ad there Arthuy
had supreme authority, Cyndeyrn Gatthivys:lielng t!hlb!
bis%op, -and Gwithinwl Wikdig: eMufiélier:

- 5. Thé tlireé privilegédpdres of the Isle of- Bmuim
Newpbet “in’ Monmduthihire; Benumurds' m"Anglem,
and‘Givyddsawﬂn -Gml%nnshm

® This lnat was lost by the over-flowing of the ses, which forms the present
Cardigan Bay.
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- 6. The three most noted rivers of the Isle of Britwins-
the Severn in Cambria, the Thames in Livegria, and
the Humber in Deira and Bernicia.

67. The three primary Islands attached to the Ilh ot' .
Britain : Orkaey, Man, and Wighty At & swheequent
periad the sea broke through the iand; and Anglesea
heecame an Island; avd in a similar masuner,she Orkney-
Isle was broken, and many Islands were formed in coa-.
sequence, and other parts of Somhnd and Cambria be-
oame [slands. Ces :

- 68, The three ﬁeet-owners of the Isle of Britain:
Geraint the son.of Eibin ; Gwenwyniwyn thie son of Nav;.
and March the son of Meirchion, . Each of ‘these ad-:
mirals had one hundred and twenty ships, and one hu-
dred and twenty sailors in each sbip. ; T

69. The three frontlet ones of battle of, the lale er('
Britain : Trystaon, the son of Tallweh ; Hugil, son of Caw
of Prydyn, lord of the vale of Cawlwyd; and Cai, sop
of Cynyr with the shining Beard. And there was -ong
frontlet wearer above the osher, three who was hedwyr,
the son of Pedrawg. ; .

. 70. The - three. mtnralsts of the Isle of Bntam v
Gwalchmai the son of Gwyar; Ll_echeu gon of Arthur;
and Rhiwallawn of the Broom-bush-hajr; and there was
nothing of which they did not know its.ingterial essence,
spdits property, whether of kind, part, quality, com-.
pound, -coincidence, tendenqy, utnre, or of essence,
whiatever it might.be. -

71. The three pillars of battle of the Islz of Bntam s
Dunawd Fur son of Pabe the Rillar of Brituin ; Gwall-
gwg son of Lleenawg ; amd Cynvelyn the. Stumbler;
Thatis, theyunderstood the order and pecessary arrange-
ments for battle better than any others that eir_'er"e,x_istefl.
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- 72. The three bulls of battle of the Isle of Britains
Cynvar Cadgadawg son of Cyawyd Cynwydion ; Gwen-
ddoleu son of Ceidiaw; and Urien son of Cynvarch ;
because they rushed upon their foes like bulls, and it was
not possible to avoid them.
~ 73. The three bull princes of the Isle of Britain:
Elmur the adopted son of Cibddar; Cynhaval son of
Argud ; and Avaen son of Taliesin, chief of the bards.
These three were bards; and they dreaded nothing
in battle and conflict, but rushed forward, regardless of
death. .
74. The three arrogant ones of the lsle of Bntnm :
Sawyl the lofty hedded ; Pasgen the son of Urien ; and
Rhan the son of Einiawn. Their arrogance was most
arrogant above every other arrogant thing, by means
~of which they brought - anarchy in the Isle of Britain;
and those who were influenced by this anarcby, united
with the Saxons, and finally became Saxons.

. 75. The three strong crutched ones ‘of the lsle of
Britain : Rhineri son of Tangwn ; Tinwaed the crutched;
and Pryderi son of Doler of Deira and Bernicia.

76. The thrée grave slaughterers of the Isle' of Bri-
tain : Selyv son of Cynan Garwyn; Avaon son of Talie-
sin ; and Gwallawg son of Lieenawg. They were called

" grave-slaughterers, because- they were able to avenge
their wrongs from their graves,

77. The three golden-corpses of the Isle of Bntain

- Madawg the son of Brwyn; Ceugant Beilliawg; and

Rhuvon the Fair, son of Gwyddnaw Garanbir.. They

are so called,:because their weight in gold was given to

delivér them from those who slew them: - .

78. The three froward ones of the Isle of Britain:.

Kiddilic the dwarf; Trystan the son of Tallweh; and
3E



Gwelrwery@d the Great; becsuse thers was 'nothlng'
could divert thiem frem theit desighs,

: 79: The threé generous hosts of the Isle of Britulh:
the Lost of Belyn sen of Cynvelyn, in the. warfare of
Caradawg son of Bran; the host of Mynyddawg Elddia
in the buttie of Cattraeth and the host of Drywon son
of Nudd the Génerouns, in the defile bf Arderydd-in thé
nofth. ‘Thit i8, every ohe mavched at hisovn expenes,
withbut waitiog for being sumimoned, and withoat de-
manding either pay or reward of the. country, orthe
prince; and because of this, they are called the thrve
gémarous hosts.

80. Ttie three loyal tribes of the Isié of Brltuin the
ttibe of Cadwallawn the adopted son of Codvan,: whe
were with him sevent yeats in Irelund, and during thas
time they demanded neither pay, nor reward, lest they
should be ©bliged tb leave him, and be.shwuld not.be
able to make the compensation to which thiey were en
titled: Betonid, the tribe of Gavran wom of Aeddim,
wrken the loss by disappearance took plave; Who west
to sea in séarch of their lord: Third, the family:of
Gwenddoleu son of Ceidiaw, who maintained the baitle
forty six days after théir lord wun slain. Thé tumber
of eath of tiése thrée t#ibés. was twenty one huadred
heroic men, and so gréat wis their courage; thnt kq
could not be vanquished:

* 81, The three- disloyal tribes:of the Isle of mmm
The tiibe of Gorow#wy the Fuir Trom Penllyn, who re-
fused to stand insténd of their lord to receive the peison:
éd javelin from Liew Llgw Gyves by .the. Stone - of
Goronwy beforé - Cynvel, in Ardudwy: The tribe. of
G¥rgi- and' Peredur who deserted their lordi.in the
fortresi of Craiy; Where theré wik ah. appolntment for
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bastle ‘the-next muvping with Jda the GeeagKnep, apd
shey svere bathslaip.  The third were the tribe of Alay
Morgan, who apjurned hack. from.their lorq by stealth,
Menving him.angd his.aesvants. b9 mareh fo Cemlan, where
hewnselpjn,

82. Three things that gauggd the ppguptmn of ngcgtm
end wrested it.fspm \the Gamhriaps : the harhouring of
strangers, the liberating of prisnnere, ang the presept of
‘the Jald Man.¥

83. The three men who escaped from the bmtleqf
Gauilan s Motyvan sooaf Tegid, whohsipgan ugly, every
mne thought he wag-the devil from hell, apd figd before
him ; Sandde Angel-aspect, who hayipg-so-fine a shape,
%0 beautifl, and s lovsly, that po gne rpised an grm
againat bim, thinking thas be was ap gngel from hegvey:;
and Glewlwyd with the Mighty Grasp, for so Jarge w3
his size and mighty bis strgagth, that pg ong equld
ptand -hefore him, and eyery .ong fled at his approach
These are the three mep who gscaped from ghp bajtle of
Lamlap.-

- B4, The $hree p}u.ef perpstua) choirs of the Isle of
Britain ¢ the.choir of Llan Ilityd Vawr Glamorgggshire;
she choir #f Ambrosjus ip Ambresbyry ; and the choir of
‘Glastopbwry. In-gach of thege three chojrs there wese
RAQQ saine; that is, there were a hundred for every
bour of the day and the night in rotatiop, 'p.erpe.tu‘atin‘g
ghe praige and service of God withons g8ty OF intermis-
sion,

- 85, The thrge phepherd retipnes of the ksle of Britain;
.Benren the herdsmap ip Gorwennydd, who kept the
‘herd of Carndawg son of Bran and his retinue, and in

* Supposed to be St. Austin, who Instigated the Saxons to massacre the
mopks,. 0pd &0 @y the wor ipto Wales.
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which herd there were 21,000 milch cows. Second,
Gwydion son of Don, who kept the cattle of the tribe
of North Wales above the Conway, and in that herd
were 21,000. Third, Liawvrodedd the kuight, whe
tended the cattle of Nudd the Generous, son of Senyllt,
and io that herd were 21,000 milch cows. :

86, The three roving fleets of the Isle of Britain : the
fleet of Llawr son of Eidriv ; the fleet of Divwg son of
Alban; and the fleet of Dolor son of Mwrchath, king of
Manaw.

87. The three chief cities of the Isle of Britain «- Caer-
lhon upon Usk in Cambria; London in Lloegm, and
York in Deira and Bernicia.-

88. The .three mighty atchievements of the- Isle of
Britain; raising the storie of Ceti; erecting Stone-
henge ; and heaping the pile of Cyvrangon.

89. The three renowned astronomers of the Isle of
Britain : Idris the giant; Gwydion son of Don; and
Gwyn son of Nudd. Such was their knowledge of the
stars, their natures and qualities, that they could prog-
nosticate whatever was wished to be known unto the
day of doom, '

90. The three llusive and half-apparent men of the
Isle of Britain : Math son of Mathonwy, who showed
his illusion to Gwydion son of Don ;; Menw the son of
Teirgwaedd, 'who revealed his secret to Uthyr Pen-
dragon; and Rhuddlwm the giant, who revealed -his
secret to Eiddic the dwarf, and Coll son of Collvrewi,

9]. The three beneficial artizans of the Isle of Bri.
tain : Corvinwr the bard of Ceri of the long white lake,
who first made a ship, with sail and rudder for the Cam-
brian nation ; Morddal the man of the white torrent,
the artist of Cerains sop of Greidiawl, who first taught
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the Cambrians to' work with stone and lime, [at the
time the emperor Alexander was subduing the world ;]
and Ceel son of Cyllin, grandson of Caradeg, and great
grandsen of Bran, who first made a mill of round and
wheel-for the Cambrians; and these three were bards.

.92. The three inventors of song and record of the
‘Cambrian nation : Gwyddon Ganhebon, who was the
first in the world that composed vocal song; Hu the
‘Mighty, who first applied vocal song to strengthen me-
mory and record; and Tydain the father of poetic ge-
nius, who first conferred art on poetic song and made it
the mediam of record. 'From what was done by these
three men, originated bards and bardism, and the pri-
vilege and institutes of these 'things were organised
by the three primary bards, Plennydd Alawn, and
Gwron,

93. The three primary youth-trainers of the Isle of
Britain : Tydain the father of poetic genius ; Menw the
Aged; and Gwrhir bard of Teilaw in Llandav; and
these three were bards.

94, The three monster bulls of- the Isle of Bntam
the monster of Gwidawl; the monster of Llyr Merini’;
and the monster of Gwrthmwl Wledig:

95. The three wild monsters of the Isle of Britain:
_the monster of Bannawg ; the monster of Melan ; and
the monster of Ednyvedawg Drythyll.

96. The three - viragoes of the Isle of Britain : Lleweéi
danghter of Seithwedd Saidi; Mederai daughter of Pa-
dellvawr; and Rhorei the Great, daughter of Usber
"Galed:

97. The three primary and extraordinary works of
the Isle of Britain: the ship of Nwydd Nav Neivion,
"which brought in it a male and female of all living things
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when the lake of floads burst forth ; she Jarge horned

oxen of Ha the Mighty, that drew the cracodile from

the lake to the land, so that the lake did pot burat forth

any more ; and the stone of Gwyddon Ganheben, upes

which all the arts and sciences in the world are en-
graven.

" 98, The three happy youth-trainers of the Isle of
Britain : Catwg son of .Gwynlliw ip Llangaryan ; Ma-
dawg Moryryn in the cheir of Ilityd; aud. Dejniol Wyn
in North Wales. Thene three were bards.

99. The three shepherds of the tribes of the Isle of
Britain : Golwyn the shepherd of the tribe of Bran, sos
of Ljyr Llediaith, in Glamorgan; Pybydd the Bald,
sbephberd of the tribe of Tegerin of the family of Liwy-
diarth in Auglesea ; apd Gwessio the shepherd of the
tribe of Goronwy son of Ednywain king of Tegeingl in
Bhyvoniog, and bis pame was called Gwesyn, because
e tended sheep. The nnmber tended by pach of these
three men was 120,000, and each had under him 300
slaves in the protection of the Cambrisu natjon.

100. The three men who exposed- themselves and
their progeny to disgrace and loss of privilege, &0 that
they could never recover pny repk but that of hondmen.
‘The first was Mandubratius son of Liudd, who first in-
vited the Romans to this Islgnd with the army of Juling
Cemsar their commander, and who gave them lapd in
‘the Isle of Thanet. The second was . Vortigern, who
first invited the Saxons to this Isiand that thiey mighs
support hig in his tyranny, and he gnve them Jand in
the Isle of Thanet, and misery came upon him for giving

‘landed property in this Island to strangers. He mapeied
Rowena the danghter of Horse, and the s¢p he obtaingd
By that marrisge, he called Gosie ;. and he gave hio the
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wirped radk of the monarchy of the Isle of Britain.
On this aceount the Cambrians lost ‘the mondrchy of
the Isle of BFitaifi: The third was Méddrawd-son of Liew,
soun of Cynvarch, who obtained the sovereignty of the
Isle of Britain in trast, while Arthar fought the Romans
beyond the Alps, because they wished to invade this
Island again; and there Arthur lost the flower of hig
troops. When Medrawd heard of the circumstance, hé
united with the Snxens, and caused the battle of Cam-
lau, where Arthar and all his nen were slain, three
exeepted. Upon-this, -the Swxons violently asarped the -
sovereignty of the .Isle of Britain, and ihidered and
cruelly used every ‘person of the Chmbrian nation whé
would net join thémw; apd all those of the nation whe
desirad. to . oppose the Séxen invasiows, obtalued only
the totmitry of Cambrih. The Romans also confirmed
the priviiego-ahd ‘the 1gnds to the Saxons, agif:the ins
vading nation- wére -forming a close alliariée with thé
the uther, until the Remans were visited in such 4 man-
. mery thas envy bérns tireir possessions; aud the- black
fstrusion cwme apon themselves, -

10 . The thret poweérful swineherds of the: Isle of
Bidtain. The fie waas Pryderi son of Pwyll Pendaran of
Dyved;:who kepthisfather’s swine whidét he was yet in
Aunwwy b tre-kept them in the vale 6f Cwchin Emlyn:
The seeond was Coll son of Collvrewi, who kept the
géw* of Dallwaran Dalben that camie burrowing as fad
as Penrhyn Penwedig in Cornwall ; and then, going on
thesed; she came to land at Aber Taregi in Gwent
- Iseved.. - And Coll son of CoMvrewi kept his hand in her
bristies wherbver:shie went, whether by land,or sea. And

'Suppmd‘bbet'bmpmﬁelvihehﬁutedﬂunl"ﬂd wndleft the
things mentioned among tlie watives;
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in Maes Gwenith, in Gwent, she deposited thre¢ graing
of wheat and three bees ; and on that account the best
. wheat and honey are in Gwent. From Gwent she pro-
ceeded to Dyved and deposited a grain of barley and a
little pig at Llonio Llonwen ; and on this account the
best barley and swine are reared in Dyved. After this
she proceeded to Arvon, and deposited a grain of rye ia
Lleyn ; and therefore the best rye is raised in Lleyn and
Eivionydd. Upon the skirt of Rhiwgyverthweh she
deposited a wolf's cub and a young eaglet, and Coll gave
the eagle to Brynach the Irishman, and he gave the wolf
to Menwaed lord of Arllechwedd ; aund there was much
talk about the wolf of Brynach and the eggle of Menwaed.
From there she went to Maen Du in Arvon where she
deposited a kitten, and Coll son of Collvrewi threw it
into the Menai; and this was the glossy smooth* cat
that became a molestation to the Isle of Anglesea. The
third was Trystan sen of Tallwch who kept the swine of
March son of Meirchion, whilst the swineherd went on
a message to Essyllt to desire an interveiw with her.
And Arthur, Marchell, Cai, and Bedwyr were the four
who leoked for an opportunity, but they could not obtain
as much as one pig either by gift, purchase, deceit,
violence, or theft. They were, therefore, called the
three powerful swine-herds, because it was not possible
to gain, or prevail over them for one swine whieh they
kept ; for they restored them with their full increase to
their owners. _ ’
102. The three Amorous ones of the Isle of Britain.
The first was Caswallawn son of Beli, for Flur daughter
- of Mygnach the Dwarf, and he went for her as far as

-+ Supposed to be a tiger. -The triad, bowever, is full of allusions to tra-
ditionary and mystical taleg which are now inexplicable,
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shie land of Gascony against the Romans, and he browught
.her away, and killed 6000 . Csarians; and in revenge
‘the Romans invaded this Island. The second was
_Trys;an son of Tallwch, for Essyllt daughter of March
son of Meirchion his uncle. The thu'd was Cynon, for
Moryydd daughter of Urien Rheged. .

. 103. The three chaste maids of the Isle of Brxta.m,:
Trywyl daughter of Liynghesawl with the generous
hand; Gwenvron daughter of Tudwal Tudclud; . and
'l‘egau Eurvron, who was one of the three bealteou
(dames in the court of Arthur. - :

104, The three chaste wives of the Isle of Brxtun 3
Arddun wife of Catgor and son of Collwyn; Eviliau
wife of Gwydyr Trwm ; and Emerchred wife of Mabon
‘and son of Dewain the aged. I
. 106..The three unchaste wives of the Isle of Britain,
were the three daughters of Colvynawyd Prydain : the
ﬁrst was Esgyllt Vyngwen the mistress of Trystan son of
Tallwch ; the second was Penarwen, wife of Owainy son
of Urijen ; and the third was Bun wife of Ida the ﬂame-
bearer. ¢
. 106. The three. spnghtly mmds -of the Isle of Bm:m
Anghared Tonvelen, daughter of Rhydderch the Gens-
rous; Anan daughter of Maig. Mygedwus 3 and Perwyr
daughter of Rhun Ryseddvawr: :

.107. The three beautiful maids of the Isle of Bntam t
Gwen, dnughter of Cywryd son of. Crydon Crelrwy
ilaughter of Ceridwen ; and Arianrod daughter of Don,
_108. :,The three beutiful ladies of the court of Arthur;
Dyvir with the golden coloured hair ; Enid daughter of
Yniwl, the'earl ; and Tegan Eurvron. These were the
three excellent ladies-of Arthur’s court. ..

.8F, S

roatrp
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100. The three wives of Arthur, who were his three
chief ladfes : that is to say, GWenhwyvar danghter of
Gwythyr and son of Gretiawl; @Gwenhwyvar daughter
of Gawrwyd Ceint ; and Gwenhwaar'daughter of Ogyr-
‘van Gawr.,

110. The three -chief mistresses of Anhnr ‘the first
‘was Garwen daaghter of Henyn of Tegyrn Gwyr and
Yetrad Tywy; Gwyl datghter-of Eutaw of ‘Chetwor-
{Porn; and !ndeg &anghtér of Avwrwy ﬂl'e Taﬂ ol’ ’Rad—
Horshire.

111. The three chief courts of Artﬁ’ur Caeﬁ'ﬁdﬂ
xipon Uk in Carmbria’; Celliwig n Cornwall ; and Edin-
burgh in'the north. ' These ‘aie the three tt whiich tie
it np ¥he three chiel Yestivals; that is Yo say, C‘lmht-
mas, Easter, and Whitsuntide. v

" 119. PHe three freb gaests Havitg origh in thie edurt
of Arthur : ‘Llywarch 'Hen son of Efidir Lydanwyn, Le-
mm:img, hnd Hei&dy‘n 'th’e Ta]] a‘nd th'ese three w&t@
it ds, g
-1 438, ne thtee ‘cbmpeel-s ‘of the coutt or Artbm‘ ;
Dalldav, son of Cymn Cov; Trystan son of March, sol
of 'Méir&ﬁon &hﬂ Bh‘yﬁzﬂvd ‘son oT Nmrgm son of
ﬂdfas - -
- 114 PHE thive’ prddces ‘of'the ‘court 6f Arthar :'Gor-
onwy son of Echel of Vorddwydtwll ; ‘Cadraith son of
Portlior Godo ; Vieidur Vi sotr bf Godo. - ‘Thats to
#ay, they were princts pos!eﬁsing te’rritbry and &onﬁmon,
bt inotwithstanlitg' s, thiey préferred rematniing 4a
k'ﬁgli!b in’ ‘A?ﬂrm’s"eddi‘t Jullging thav'to " be Supeérior
o "ol orour tind digiflty § tind they’” wmﬂ: by c’he fidme
of ither thvee just Kighisl * ™'

115. The three ‘golden toiiguell kmgms of Aithur's
court: Gwalchmai son of Gwyar; Drudwas son of
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'ryphin ;. and ‘Eliwled son of Madog, son of Uthur.
fThey wero the wisest of all the wise of their time; and
#o:fair and gentlemanly was their deportment, and so
melliflueus and eloquent in all their addresses, that Bo
«one could refuse to grant them what they desired.
.- 116. ‘The shree wise counselling knightsof Arthar's
eourt: Cynon son. of Clydno Eiddin; Arawn. son of
Cynvareh ; and Llywarch Hen, son of Elidir Lydanwyn.
Prosperity alwpys followed their counsels, if they were
attended. to, -and misfortune happened wherever their
oopasels were neglected.

- 117, The three §just dispensing knig’hts of Arthur's
sourt : Blas son of the prince of Llyehlyn ; Cadawg son
of Gwolliw the warvior ;- and Padrogyl the spear-splin-
terer, son of the king of India. The dispositions of
these were to defend all feeble ones, orphans, widows, -
wirgine, and all who bad placed themselves ander the
protection of God and his tranquility, and all the poor
and weak, without exception, and to save them from
wiolence, injury and oppression :—Blas, by the common
law:; Padrogyl, by the law of arms; and Cadawg, by
the Jaw of the church and the ordinances of God. And
they aeted neither from respeat, nor fear, nor from love;,
mor hatred, nor from -passion, ner from eomplaisance,
por from anger, nor from mercy of any kind, but only
because it ‘was just and right, according to the law of
God, the aature of goodness, and the demands of
justiee.

. 118. The three kingly knights of Arthur’s court:
Morgan the greatly-courteous son of Adras; Medrawd
son of Llew, son of Cynvarch; wnd Howel son of
Emyr of Armorica. It was their disposition to be so |
placid, and. mild, and pure in their discourse, that it
was difficult for any person to refuse what they wanted.
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- Y19 The three lovely knights:of Arthur’s coutts the
best towards every guest and stranger, and the most
Jiberal of their gifte and kindness.: Gwalchmai son:of
Gwyar; Garwy son of Geraint, sap. of Erbin; and
Cadeir the adopted son. of Secithin Saidai. And no one
could be denied what he sought from their conrtesy,
‘and g0 great wags their generosity towards every person,
shat what they gained was the same as if.a friend had
obmned it on account of real friendship., .

120. The three privileged knights of Arthur’s court.
Eithew son of Gwrgawn; Coleddawg son of Gwyn;
and Geraint the Tall, son of Cymmanon the aged, They
were plebeians, and the sops of vassals; but their word
and their disposition for honesty, urbanity, gentleness,
wisdom, bravery, justice, mercy, and: every praise:

worthy quality and science, either in peace, or.in wan,
were so good, that the court of Arthur and its prmlegu
‘were free for them. )

121. The three kmghts of Artlmr 8 court who guarded
the Greal¥ : Giadawg son of Gwynlliw ; Ilitud the samted '
kmght, and Percdur son of Evrawg.

. 122, The thoee continual knights of Artbnr 8 cmlrta
gudawg son of Gwynlliw 5 Illtud the knighs ;. and Bwrt
-gon of Bwrtking of Liychlyn. That is, not one.of them
‘would commit a carnal sin, :ner would they form any
matrimonial connection, nor have any connections with
women, but chese to live as bachslors and to conduet
‘themselves by the law of God and the Christian faith.
: . 123, The three vain bards of the Isle of Britain : the
first was Arthur; the second was Cadwallawa son of
Cadvas ; and the third was Rhyhawd the adopted son of
Morgant of Glamorgan.

' A ‘celebrated book of stories, supposed to bé long since Igpt_.




‘413

¢ "124; Thé three golden shioe-wearers of ‘the Tale of
-Britain : - Gaswallawn’ son of Beli, when he went into
Gascony to obtain Flur the daughter of Mygnach the
.dwarf, who had"been takén ‘there “clandestinely to-the
“emperor Cesar, by ‘a person called'Mwrchan the Thief,
‘king of that country, and the friend of Julius Caesar’;
and Caswallawn brought-her back to the Isle of Bri-
‘¢ain. Second, Manawydan son of Liyr Llediaith, when
e went as fer as. Dyved imposing- i'eshjiction's. “Third,
Llew Llaw Gyfes; when he’ went with.Gwydion son
of Don, seeking a name and purpose of Riannon his
mother. '

125. The three chief Christian bards of the Isle of
Britain : Merddin, bard of Ambrosius; Taliesin, chief
of the bards; and Merddin, son of Madawg Morvryn.
~ 126. The three royal domains which were established
by Rhodri the Great in Cambria : the first is Dinevor;
the second Aberfraw; and the third Mathravael. In
each of these three domains there is a prince wearing
a diadem ; and the oldest of these three princes, which.
ever of them it might be, is to be sovereign; that is,
king of all Cambria. The other two must be obedient
to his commands, and his command is’imperative upon
each of them, He is also chief of law and of eldership
in every collective convention and in every movement

‘of the country and the tribe.

-‘.m.—

CONCLUDING REMARK.

Besides the text, from which the preceding historical
triads are translated, there are two other copies printed
in the Archaiology, differing from each otherin some
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-things #f minor importance, . Each.of the copies plso
abounds with various readipgs, which mark their anti-
quity, and prove that they are not the production.of
any modern farger. . To the English reader, several of
‘them will appear mysterious and inexplicable. , Some
“of them are really inexplainable, because they refer to
traditions and ¢ustoms no longer known, but the rest
are capable of a mest satisfactory illustration; but the
_prescribed limits of this publication, preclnde the possi-
b:hty of doug justice to thc subject.

" PENIS.
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